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21 October 2019
Parameswari Mukherjee


Graduate Teaching Assistant 

Dept. of Communication

University of South Florida

Director Observation: Public Speaking (SPC2608) 

Dear Parameswari, 
I wanted to thank you for inviting me to observe your class Tuesday, October 15, 2019. I enjoyed getting to spend time in your classroom, and experience your approach to teaching public speaking. From my observation it is clear you are a knowledgable, organized, and dynamic instructor. Not only are you dedicated to students, your commitment to the field of communication is a palpable element in your classroom. It was truly a pleasure to experience you teach, and I am thrilled to have you on staff this year. As you develop your teaching methods, I encourage you to cultivate your strengths and build additional wait time into offering instruction. 

You exhibited astute knowledge of the field, particularly in terms of your discussion of building credibility and offering feedback ethically. You provided a brief overview for the class and a clear plan accompanied by a handout. I was most impressed by the way that you organized your lesson plan. The whole class was set up around small group work, which enabled students to take responsibility for their own learning by explaining concepts, generating examples, and engaging in application and analytical discussion. Adept at facilitation, you offered brief overviews followed by clear instructions for engagement activities. You then circulated throughout the classroom to check in with the groups, offer feedback, and make sure everyone was on track. In addition to providing each group with guidance, after each activity you also spent time debriefing, drawing out themes, and providing additional insights. The finesse with which you navigated group work, group discussion, and large group debriefing was truly remarkable. 
As a teacher you provide a good model for students to follow when  developing and delivering their own public presentations. You offer succinct overviews, transitions, and summaries, and clear instructions for students to follow. Clarity of instruction became increasingly evident in the work they produced in small groups, and the in depth ideas they generated. At no point did I experience students who were off task or who were unsure of what they were supposed to be doing. In structuring your class, I also want to applaud you on  how you make goals transparent for students. Throughout the class you connected activities not only to course goals and assignments, but also to academic and professional spheres. You are clearly a dynamic teacher, who puts much thought and pedagogical planning into their lessons. Very nicely done. 

My only advice is to build in a bit more wait time when before offering instruction or transitioning. You have a lively bunch of students, which is reflective of your strong rapport with students. To account for students’ exuberance, allow yourself additional wait time to be sure everyone can attend to the important things you have to say and the things their peers share.   
You are a wonderful teacher! It was fun to experience you teach public speaking. You exude enthusiasm for communication and teaching. The way in which you facilitate group work is truly inspiring. I hope you will consider developing a mini-workshop on group work for our teaching peers this Spring. I think it would greatly benefit others to get to experience your approach. I hope you will continue to develop your pedagogical style and methods this semester. I am excited to have you on staff this year! Keep up the good work! 
Sincerely, 
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Aubrey Huber, Ph.D.
Director of Public Speaking
Department of Communication

4202 E. Fowler Ave, CIS 1040 
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL 33620-7800
University of South Florida

E-mail: aubreyahuber@usf.edu
Office: CIS 3031
Pronouns: She/her/hers


